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of this result, however, either from weakness and
indifference, or from some erroneous notion of
the policy of favouring the lodgment, in their
neighbourhood, of a military force, available as an
addition to their own strength in the hour of
need, without the charge of any regular pay or
establishment, Sindheea and Holkur, if not active
abettors of the growth of these freebooters, were,
at least, very lukewarm in their efforts for their
suppression. Their only solicitude was directed
towards preventing aggression on themselves, and
establishing a sort of nominal authority over as
large a portion of the class as could bo induced to
acknowledge their supremacy. They even made
liberal assignments of land to effect this object;
and if a leader of a durra of Pindarees, so the
associations were called, happened to make him*
self obnoxious, his ruin was attempted by turning
against him the arms of a rival leader; without
reflecting that such a policy must, in its con-
sequences, rather perpetuate than suppress the
evil: the ruin of one chief serving but to consoli-
date the equally dangerous power of another*. It
is by na means improbable, that the Mahratta
states viewed the increase of the Pindarees with
an" eye to eventual service from their arms; for
they avowedly attributed the disasters of the
opa&ticms of 1803 to their having imitated the
European mode of warfare, pud affected to believe*